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Paul Kobayashi has joined the University of
Hawaii Foundation’s senior leadership
team as vice president for administration
and chief financial officer, as of Monday,
following Bill King’s decision to retire, the
foundation said.

Kobayashi comes to the new role with an
extensive background in corporate
enterprise and higher education, and he is
familiar with the University of Hawaii.

He previously served as the executive
assistant to the vice president of budget
and finance and chief financial officer for
the University of Hawaii System, and
before that, served as director of financial
management and controller. Prior to joining
UH, he spent 15 years with Hawaiian
Airlines, in a variety of roles from finance
and accounting to vice president and
controller.

“Having served as a financial executive
with the University of Hawaii, I have a deep
appreciation and intimate understanding of
the vital and central role the University of
Hawaii Foundation plays in support of the
many programs and students across the
university system and its 10 campuses,”
Kobayashi said in a statement. “I am very
excited to be part of this team supporting
my alma mater in such a significant way.”

Donna Vuchinich, president and CEO of
the UH Foundation, added that Kobayashi's
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skills and commitment to UH were a
perfect fit for the position. He will be
responsible for “directing all aspects of the
UH Foundation’s financial management,
information systems and infrastructure,
central development services and human
resources management,” and he will
collaborate with the board of trustees and
its committees.

King, who has served the foundation in that capacity for many years, is sticking around to
make the transition as smooth as possible.
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